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RATING AGENCY BOOSTS HARRIS COUNTY  

BOND RATING TO HIGHEST POSSIBLE “AAA” 
Standard & Poor’s Rating Will Save Taxpayers 
Millions Of Dollars In Lower Borrowing Costs 

 
Standard & Poor’s, one of the nation’s top bond-rating agencies, recently raised Harris 
County’s bond rating to AAA, a goal toward which county officials have worked for 
decades. S&P praised the county’s “strong financial management” and “low direct debt 
levels” in awarding it the agency’s highest possible bond rating. 
 
The AAA rating is expected to save county taxpayers millions of dollars in borrowing costs. 
The higher rating tells investors that bonds offered by Harris County are low-risk, making 
them more attractive to buyers and lowering the interest rates that taxpayers pay in return. 
And because the county finances many of its largest road, park, library and infrastructure 
projects through bond financing, the rating boost represents a significant savings to county 
taxpayers. 
 
“I’m happy to see that Standard & Poor’s recognizes what I’ve known all along, that Harris 
County has an exceptionally strong financial management team,” said Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett. “Commissioners Court has set in place a clear, long-standing policy of 
conservative budgeting, and that policy is paying off nicely for taxpayers.” 
 
County officials have been striving to regain a AAA rating for about 20 years, since the 
major agencies lowered the rating to AA+ as a result of changes in the local economy and 
the strains of a burgeoning jail population. 
 
Emmett said the improved bond rating was especially rewarding in light of the court’s 
recent unanimous passage of the largest-ever property tax rate cut. 
 
“Whether it’s through tax rate cuts or better bond ratings, the commissioners and I are 
committed to lowering the cost of county government while ensuring that we continue to 
provide the necessary services to keep our residents safe and the local economy strong,” 
Emmett said. 
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